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Stanford Scientist Tom Baer ’74 Discusses 
Photonics’ Role in Combating Global Warming 
Posted on: September 23rd, 2011 by Rick Peterson 
Thomas Baer, a 1974 Lawrence graduate and executive director of 
the Stanford Photonics Research Center at Stanford University 
discusses the role photonics technologies are playing in the 
implementation of strategies designed to lessen the possibility of 
radical climate changes due to global warming in a Lawrence 
University Science Hall Colloquium. 
 
Thomas Baer 
Baer presents “The Global Impact of Photonics: Renewable 
Resources, Climate Change and Energy Conservation” Monday, 
Sept. 26 at 4:30 p.m. in Thomas Steitz Hall of Science, Room 102. 
Photonics, one of the world’s fastest growing high-tech industries, 
is expected to be a critical factor in multi-faceted strategies 
designed mitigate the impact of rising atmospheric levels of carbon 
dioxide, including the development of alternative non-carbon 
energy sources and the replacement of existing infrastructure with 
more energy efficient technologies. 
Recognized in 1994 with Lawrence’s Lucia Russell Briggs 
Distinguished Achievement Award, Baer has been awarded more 
than 60 patents. He is a Fellow in the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and The Optical Society of America, an 
organization he served as president of in 2009.	  
